Volume 41

Rudolph Priebe Post 172 • 260 4th Ave SE, Osseo, MN 55369

Official Newsletter Publication of Rudolph Priebe Post 172 • Osseo, Minnesota

Number 1
Jan/Feb 2022

Unit 172 Auxiliary President,
Cathy Thornhill

Post 172 Commander
Larry Fonder

Happy 2022, Auxiliary members,

Happy New Year Legion Family,
I hope the holiday season treated everyone
well and invigorated us all for the
Minnesota winter ahead! Omelets, steaks, and pancakes
somehow taste even better inside a warm Legion, holding
winter at bay!

Hopefully you all had a happy, healthy,
stress-free holiday. I know some of you
leave to find warmer weather at this time of year, but if you
are tough enough to stay in Minnesota, please join us in
supporting the post and the unit.

My apologies to those who did not receive the previous
newsletter. My goal is for everyone to have digital access to it
and for those without the technology, to receive a mailed
copy (please see excerpt at end of this newsletter for more
information). To that end, I formed a Media &
Communications Committee for our post, and Legionnaire
Kristy Janigo graciously accepted to chair it! Kristy currently
serves on the Media & Communications Committee at
Department and brings expertise and leadership that will
increase awareness, messaging, and communication within
our Legion Family and the community we serve! Committee
membership is open to all Legion Family members. If
interested please contact Kristy at kristy.janigo@gmail.com.

We want to welcome all of the new members that have
joined the Auxiliary this year. Come see what we are all
about by attending a meeting and finding out how you can
get involved supporting our veterans and our community.
The Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. on Jan. 13 and Feb. 10. Steak
dinners will be held Jan. 21 and Feb. 18. The Auxiliary will
also be hosting the annual senior lunch on Sunday, Feb. 27,
so watch for more information to come for that event.
The turnout for the November and December steak dinners
was great. I want to thank all of the members that
contributed by either working, baking or dining and I would
be remiss if I did not thank other Legion Family members
that faithfully help. These fund raisers would not be a
success if not for all of you.

Getting back to a warm Legion, I appointed Sons of the
American Legion (SAL) Member Glenn Weakly as our new
Housing Manager. Glenn not only brings facilities
management experience, but his voice now serves as the first
non-Legionnaire on the post’s Club Management Committee.

On Nov. 11 we delivered snacks, personal hygiene items,
games and quilts to the Minneapolis Veterans Home to be
distributed to residents. Unfortunately, we are still not able
to host the monthly bingo games there, but hopefully soon.
We also delivered cookies to five Osseo and Maple Grove
schools during National Education Week as a thank you to
their entire staff.

The last two paragraphs highlight unity, now I’d like to
address sustainment and growth with a simple mantra –
show up. If you are able, and don’t have COVID symptoms –
show up! We barely achieved quorum — 15 members — at
our Legionnaire General Membership meeting in December.
What is the impact? Here’s an example: without quorum, we
cannot approve charitable gambling donations, thus we
nearly could not donate needed funds to Cross Services and
the Community Emergency Assistance Programs (CEAP) to
combat food insecurity in our immediate community during
this holiday season. Moreover, greater attendance makes
decisions more reflective of our members, expands our
knowledge base, and provides the opportunity to reaffirm our
pledge to mutual helpfulness in the presence of one another.
Reciting the Preamble is not a solo, but rather a chorus to be
sung by the entire choir! So, show up and sing!
Larry J. Fonder, Post Commander
commander.legion172@gmail.com

Anyone interested in running for an Auxiliary office for the
2022-2023 year please contact me prior to the March 10,
2022, meeting at cthornhill1@gmail.com. It is a great way
to get involved with our unit and to learn more about the
Auxiliary and its programs.
Remember, if you have not paid your 2022 Auxiliary dues,
you still have time to do that.
As always, thank you to all of our loyal members for making
our unit great. Check us out on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/OsseoMaple-Grove-American-LegionAuxiliary-Unit-172-104992971337721.
Sincerely,

Sustain. Unify. Grow.

Cathy Thornhill; Auxiliary President
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S.A.L. 172 Squadron Commander
Marlin Brandau

Post172 Chaplain,
Kristy Janigo
The grace and peace of God be with you
all. I pray you have had a joyous holiday
with your family and loved ones.

SAL Members,
I hope your Christmas and New Year's holidays were filled with
laughs and good times with friends and family. I hope 2022
brings you all good fortune and good times. Our Breakfast with
Santa was a big success with lots of happy children and
parents. The food was awesome with Noe and Maria's help,
and people were very generous this year. Those donations
went to help out a Legion family in need. Thanks to all who
participated in making this a very special event.

As the incoming Post 172 Chaplain, I want to thank you for
electing me to this position. For almost two years, I’ve been
serving my church often as an assisting minister, and I’m
excited to bring the experience I have gained as a lay leader to
our post.
One of the most important functions of The American Legion,
in my opinion, is performing our funeral rituals, and we have
done several of these lately for our members who have passed
on. The act of looking a grieving spouse in the eyes — while
giving them the American Legion Bible, the American flag, and
the three brass casings in the small black velvet pouch after our
squad issues the three simultaneous rifle volleys and our
bugler plays Taps — strikes me with gravity and significance
each time. I feel privileged and honored to support The Legion
Family alongside you in this way.

We have two events coming up in the near future. The first is a
Pancake breakfast on Sunday, Feb. 13 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The second is an all-you can-eat fish fry on Friday, March
4 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
I invite all SAL members to come to the meetings on the first
Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. and become involved in your
Legion. With your help we can do great things to help our
veterans and our community.

I am also grateful to be doing God’s work in supporting the
community with you through charitable gambling donations. In
December, we gave $2,500 to CROSS Services in Rogers
(CROSS Services - Helping Hands Reaching Out), $2,500 to CEAP
(Community Emergency Assistance Programs : Home
(ceap.org)), and $2,500 to the Maple Grove Giving Connection
(Maple Grove Giving Connection - Neighbors Helping
Neighbors (mggivingconnection.org)). These nonprofit
organizations are directly doing the work to address food
insecurity, housing instability, poverty, and homelessness in
our community, and it is literally saving the lives of our
neighbors during times of great need.

Marlin Brandau
SAL Commander Post 172

God’s blessings to you all as we begin the new year!
Kristy Janigo
American Legion Chaplain

SAL Breakfast with Santa was held
in the Post 172 hall on Saturday,
Dec. 11, 2021, with Mr. and Mrs.
Claus welcoming the children and
giving them toys
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A.L.R. Chapter 172 Chapter Director
Joel Kiefer—Riders Director

Legion Officers

On behalf of the American Legion Riders, I want to wish you a happy new year.
I hope that your holidays were filled with warm memories spent with friends
and family.
As we reflect back on 2021, our club went through a significant amount of
change, with our fair share of ups and downs. I was given the honor of
becoming the leader of this club, and my wife Kalli now serves as our secretary.
Our annual ride to Ely to stay and donate to Veterans on the Lake was cancelled
due to concerns about wildfires up north. We said goodbye for now, with one of
our most beloved members passing, Katie Larson. But through it all, we still
managed to have a great year of fundraising and supporting worthy causes.
A sincere thank you to all who continue
to give us your unwavering support.
None of this is possible without those
who are generous enough to donate to
our cause. Our upcoming events
include omelet breakfasts every third
Sunday through April. We also have a
chili cook-off tentatively planned for
Feb. 12, but has not yet been finalized,
so watch for more information about
that.
By Joel Kiefer

American Legion Riders Director

Three generations of the Senne family cooked
omelets at the Nov. 21 American Legion Riders
omelet breakfast.

Commander.................................. Larry Fonder
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Sgt-at-Arms .................................. Henry Loewe
Jr Past Commander........................ Walter Cole
Exec Board .............................................. OPEN
Exec Board .................................. Bill Frederick
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President .................................. Cathy Thornhill
1st Vice President ................... Diana Brandau
2nd Vice President ................. Patricia McLean
Treasurer................................. Karrie Pastorek
Secretary ................................... Sharon Wilken
Chaplain ....................................... Barb Borugh
Historian ................................... Cathy Thornhill
Sgt-at-Arms ............................. Diana Flemming
Parliamentarian.......................... Erma Redden
Executive Committee Members........................
Chris Ronning, Erma Redden, Patricia Dissmeyer

S.A.L Officers
Commander............................. Marlin Brandau
1st Vice Commander...................... Jason Voss
2nd Vice Commander .................. Chad Sheets
Adjutant ........................................... Jeff Strand
Chaplain ................................... Glenn Weakley
Sgt-at-Arms .... Lenwood Lampert Jr. "Buzz"

Unit 172 Auxiliary Membership Chairman
Karrie Pastorek

Historian ......................................... Dan Jayson
Finance Officer ............................... Jason Voss
Executive Committee ..............Ken Samuelson

A.LR. Officers

Greetings,
I’m hoping everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Thank you to all who have renewed their Auxiliary membership for 2022. We are at
77% paid for 2022. If you have not paid your dues, please do so as soon as possible
as the benefits have expired.
If you would like to pay by mail, send $30 to American Legion Auxiliary 260 4 th Ave
SE, Osseo, MN 55369, or just stop in and pay the staff at the bar. To pay online you
will need to create an account for members only on the national website,
www.ALAforVeterans.org
We have lots of new members already this year. Some rejoined, and some
transferred to our unit. I would like to welcome the following members: Andrea
Aldes, Dianna Anderson, Helen Ayers, Kathy Burnett, Darbi Comparetto, Alissa
Hage, Carla Hanson, Wendy Hayes, Kalli Jacobsen, Charlene Lass, Abigail Small,
Maria Stevenson, Debra Sykes, Patti Werrell, and Kelly Zammas. Thank you for
joining Unit 172! If you know of anyone eligible to join our great organization,
let me know.
Karrie Pastorek
Call me: 763-443-1393 or Email: osseounit172@gmail.com
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Director ............................................ Joel Kiefer
Assistant Director .................. Kent Winkleman
Membership Director ..................... Dan Jayson
Treasurer ............ Lenwood “Buzz” Lambert Jr.
Secretary .........................................Kalli Kiefer
Historian ......................................... Barb Borgh
Chaplain .................................... Lisa Sundberg
Sgt-at-Arms ....................................Jim Nesseth
Ride Coordinator ..................... Marlin Brandau
Webmaster ...................................... Jim Peschl

CLUB ROOM HOURS
Mon-Fri 11:00 AM –Close
Saturday 8 AM –Close
Sunday 11 AM-10:00PM
KITCHEN HOURS
Sunday/Monday
11:00 AM-8:00 PM
Tuesday-Friday 11:00 AM-9 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM -9:00 PM
763-425-4858

Senator Amy Klobuchar participated as a guest speaker during the 2021 Veteran’s Day
service conducted by the Osseo/Maple Grove American Legion and the Maple Grove
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon. The entire Maple Grove City Council attended, and Mayor
Mark Steffenson also spoke.

Cathy Thornhill, Auxiliary President,
and Ruth Weakly, Auxiliary member,
delivering cookies to school staff
during National Education Week

and the pandemic hindered staff from observing key indicators used to
identify homeless students. As of Nov. 15, 2021, just two months into the
current school year, 305 homeless students have been identified.
Fortunately, Kristine ‘Krissy’ Solyst, District Liaison for Homeless and
Foster Students, along with her team of social workers, is here to help –
and so are we. In November, the Osseo/Maple Grove American Legion
donated $10,000 to Osseo Area Schools to help combat student
homelessness.

ABOVE: Post Commander Larry Fonder and Kristine ‘Krissy’ Solyst,
Osseo Area Schools District Liaison for Homeless and Foster Students

Osseo Area Schools, Independent School District (ISD) 279
Imagine trying to learn while you are hungry. Now when you are
exhausted. Now when you are scared. Now when you lack adequate
clothes to wear and access to hygiene. Now when you are homeless.
Now imagine you are only in elementary, junior, or high school. These
are challenges no student in our community should have to face, but
the stark reality is they do. During the 2019/2020 school year, 554
students in Osseo Area Schools faced all these challenges.

Our donation will provide Krissy the flexibility to fill gaps not funded under
a Minnesota Department of Education grant for items such as winter
boots, athletic shoes for gym class, new clothes, personal hygiene,
blankets, or even an air mattress. It will also fund services like fuel cards to
help parents get to conferences or transport students to school, or maybe
even a gift card to a restaurant so an unaccompanied youth with no
means to cook can get dinner.
I applaud ISD 279 and Krissy for their efforts to combat student
homelessness and am thankful the Osseo/Maple Grove American Legion
can partner and help promote the welfare of Children & Youth.

Now imagine, your belly is full, you are clean, you had a good night sleep,
and your clothes no longer mark you as out of place. Your problems may
Of the 554, there were 80 in shelters (homeless or domestic violence), not be completely solved, but at least now you have a fighting chance to
420 were doubled up living with someone, eight were unsheltered (car, learn.
campground, park) and 46 in hotels. Further, 67 students were
By Larry J. Fonder
unaccompanied homeless youth. In 2020/2021, the number of
Post Commander
homeless students was 405, likely skewed lower as distance learning
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ABOVE: Newlyweds - Joel Kiefer, Director of the Post 172 American Legion
Riders, and Kalli Kiefer, ALR Secretary, in front of the War on Terror
monument at Veterans Park in Blaine, MN

ABOVE: Post Color Guard at the 2021
Veteran’s Day Ceremony at Phenow Pavilion
at Maple Grove Central Park

RIGHT: Representative Dean Phillips,
Minnesota 3rd Congressional District, visited
Osseo/Maple Grove American Legion to
present a flag flown over the capitol in
Washington D.C.
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ABOVE: Department Commander Tom Fernlund, Department
Auxiliary President Patti Coleman and Department American
Legion Riders Director Ted Berg joined the Post 172 leadership for
Veteran’s Day Dinner

January 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
New Year’s Day
Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm

2

3
SAL Mtg
7 pm

Private Party
Vikings 7:20 pm

The 40 & 8
Nurse’s
Scholarship
 Steak Fry:
5:30 – 8 pm

16
A.L.R. OMELET
BREAKFAST
8 am—Noon
Employee Party
Closed at 5 pm

Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

10
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

11
American
Legion Riders
Mtg 7pm

17

12
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

18

Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

6
CMC/Legion Exec
Board MTG
6:30 pm
Jackpot Bingo
7 pm

19
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

7
 Steak Fry
5:30-8 pm

14
 Steak Fry
5:30-8 pm
Blutopians Band

20

21
 Aux. Steak Fry
5:00-8 pm

Purse Bingo
7pm

8
Private Party

Crow Trio Band

13
General Legion
Meeting &
Auxiliary Mtg
7 pm

Drive Safety

Tailspin Band

Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm

15
Private Party
Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm

22
Private Party
Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm

M.L.K. day

23
 Steak Fry:
5:30 – 8 pm

5

Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

9

24
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

30
 Steak Fry:
5:30 – 8 pm

4

25

26
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

27

28
 Steak Fry
5:30-8 pm
Generation
Radio Band

31
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

Please support these fine
advertisers, as they support us!

Advertisements
cost $100 annually
To place an
advertisement,
contact the
Club Manager at
763-425-4858
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29
Private Party
Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm

February 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

6

7
SAL Mtg
7 PM
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

13
SAL Pancake
Breakfast 8 am

8
American
Legion Riders
Mtg 7 pm

Sat

3
4
5

Steak
Fry:
CMC MTG 6:30 pm
Private Party
5:30—8 pm
Jackpot Bingo
7 pm
Meat Spin 2 pm
Crow Trio Band
Karaoke 7:30 pm

9
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

Fri

10

General Legion
Meeting and
Aux Meeting 7 pm

11
OFD party

Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm
14

15

Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

16
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

17
Purse Bingo
7 pm

18
 AUX Steak Fry
5-8 pm

A.L.R. OMELET
BREAKFAST

21

27
Auxiliary Senior
Luncheon

22

Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

23
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm
(Jaycees)

28
Bar Bingo
6:30 pm

Like us on FACEBOOK!
Visit our Website at www.legionpost172.org
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19
Private Party
Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm

 Steak Fry:
5:30-8 pm

20

12
ALR Chili
Cook-off

24

25
 Steak Fry:
5:30—8 pm

26
Legion
Oratoricals
Meat Spin 2 pm
Karaoke 7:30 pm
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***NEWSLETTER MAIL OUT***
Legion Family,
Communication and connection with members are key, therefore it is a priority to mail out copies of the newsletter to
those with no other conveyance.
We have reached a point, where the portion of membership dues we receive no longer covers the cost of preparation,
postage, and printing. Thus, I am asking members who can access email to opt-in to receive the newsletter by email.
I also request that members notify us if your household is receiving duplicate copies.
By taking these actions, your will help free up funds so we can continue to reach members whose only option is hard
copy receipt by mail.
Hard copies of the newsletter will be available at the Post and we will begin posting future newsletters on our webpage:
http://www.legionpost172.org
Please contact your respective representative below to opt for email delivery, or to notify us if your household is
receiving duplicate mailings.
American Legion: commander.legion172@gmail.com
American Legion Auxiliary: karriepastorek@gmail.com
Sons of the American Legion: salsquadron172@gmail.com

Thank you, Larry J. Fonder
Post Commander

Sustain. Unify. Grow.
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The Rudolph Priebe Post 172 Newsletter is
a Bi-monthly publication with a distribution
of approximately 1000 copies

