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Unit 172 Auxiliary President  

Cathy Thornhill 
 

After this long, cold, windy winter I am 

sure that you are all ready to welcome 

spring with open arms! 

By the time that you read this article we will have hosted our 

annual Children and Youth Fundraiser.  I would like to thank 

the Auxiliary Members and other Legion Family Members for 

all of their hard work making this huge success. All proceeds 

from this event go to support the children in our community, 

and there is a great need.   

Our last steak/fish dinner until fall will be on May 20. Please 

come down, have a great dinner, and support us. 

May 20, 2022, is also Poppy Day.  Please see the article in 

this newsletter from our Poppy Committee. 

Please remember to honor our fallen military members that 

paid the ultimate price serving our country and fighting to 

preserve the rights and freedoms that we enjoy every day by 

observing Memorial Day on May 30.  This country would not 

be what it is today without the brave members of all of the 

branches of our military.   

Our final two meetings before the summer break are May 12 

and June 16 at 7 p.m. We would love to see some new faces 

at these meetings. 

Unfortunately, we still have a way to go before reaching  

our membership goal, so if you have not renewed your 

membership, you are in luck because there is still time. 

Please go online to American Legion Auxiliary Membership 

to renew or you can pay at the post. Dues are $30 for the 

year. 

As always, thank you for all of your support and if you have 

questions, please contact me at 763-424-5329 or at 

cthornhill1@gmail.com. 

 
Sincerely, 
Cathy Thornhill 
Auxiliary President 

Post 172 Commander 

Larry Fonder 
 

Legion Family, 

I want to thank everyone for rolling up their 

sleeves to hold numerous steak fry and 

omelet breakfast fundraisers, for hosting the Department 

Bowling Tournament, for serving on our committees, and for 

delivering the final honors as we lay comrades to rest. The 

Legion is community, and to remain strong we need folks to 

continue to be present – attend a meeting, volunteer at a 

steak fry, or hand out poppies to honor the fallen. We all 

joined the Legion family to be something greater than self, so 

be present. 

One value of our Legion community that makes us great is 

equity. We gather as veterans and friends for mutual 

helpfulness. We wear no rank and value everyone’s service, 

however we have some space for improvement. Did you read 

the cover article in the April Minnesota Legionnaire? It was a 

fantastic highlight of a woman Legionnaire from our post! 

Sadly, it was also an exposé of sexism within the American 

Legion. “You look pretty in your uniform.” That is what a 

Legionnaire at our post said to her literally while she was 

being photographed for the article. Here’s a separate 

example, while I was watching the live stream of a 10th District 

Conference, a Legionnaire explained the women will meet 

downstairs and the men upstairs when we reconvene. 

(Fortunately, an Auxiliary member immediately corrected the 

Legionnaire). Comments like these may seem harmless, but 

they are microaggressions that strip women veterans of their 

Legionnaire status, degrade the value of their service in the 

Armed Forces, and if left unchecked, will erode the American 

Legion into antiquity. 

All qualified Americans are allowed to serve their country in 

uniform, that means veterans are female, male, transgender. 

As Legionnaires, we are sworn to “to preserve the memories 

and incidents of our associations in all wars,” but we cannot 

do that if we marginalize the service of any veteran. So, 

please, assess yourself, be aware of microaggressions, and 

professionally correct them when encountered. By doing so, 

we will perpetuate an environment welcoming to ALL, which 

will strengthen our post, attract new members, and sustain 

the American Legion. 
 

Larry J. Fonder                    commander.legion172@gmail.com 
Post Commander                                         Sustain. Unify. Grow. 

The Rudolph Priebe Post 172 Newsletter is a Bi-monthly 

publication with a distribution of approximately 1000 copies. 

mailto:cthornhill1@gmail.com
mailto:commander.legion172@gmail.com
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Unit 172 Auxiliary  

Membership Chairman  

Karrie Pastorek 
 

Greetings, 

Who else is ready for spring and the warmer weather? 

Membership is coming along we are at 91% as of today. We 

are coming to the end of the 2022 membership. You have until 

the end of July to pay your $30 annual dues. Please mail to the 

Post (American Legion Auxiliary – 260 4th Ave SE Osseo, MN 

55369) or pay online at www.ALAforVeterans.org 

We value your membership, and your dues helps to carry on 

our many programs for our veterans and community. 

This newsletter, I would like to remember the Auxiliary 

members we have lost this past year. During May meeting we 

take the time to recognize all Legion family members that have 

passed away. You will all be greatly missed. 

Date  Member 
3/20/2021 Sandra Iskierka 
5/27/2021 Katie Larson 
10/10/2021 Marilyn Reinking 
12/28/2021 Shirley Reinking 
1/13/2022 Donna Anderson 
2/13/2022 Wilma House (100 years old) 

Karrie Pastorek 
(763)443-1393   •   OsseoUnit172@gmail.com 
    

SAL Squadron 172 Commander 

Marlin Brandau 

Media & Communications Chair 

Kristy Janigo 
 
 

Second Annual Bataan Honorary 

March Held Sunday, March 20 

The second annual virtual 14.2 mile Bataan Death March was 
held Sunday, March 20. James Hultgren and Ted LaFromboise 
left the Osseo Maple Grove American Legion Post 172 around 5 
a.m. They followed the route north along the trail to Coon 
Rapids Dam and back to the Legion. James Hultgren, US Army 
Combat Veteran (Operation Iraqi Freedom), and Post 172 
member, organized the march this year and last year.  
 
Symbolic marches like this one are meant to commemorate the 
more than 70,000 American and Filipino troops that were 
forced to march 65 miles from the Bataan Peninsula to a 
Japanese prison camp during World War II. Many lives were 
lost due to the harsh conditions as Japan invaded the 
Philippines. Participants and organizers of the virtual march 
hope to remember the sacrifices of those who died. 
 
By Kristy Janigo, Media and Communications Chairperson 

 
Dear SAL Members, 

Hopefully by the time you read this, winter will have let go of 

her grip on Minnesota, and we will get some actual spring 

weather. Our try at having a fish fry had to be revamped to a 

traditional Legion steak fry. The price of fish more than doubled 

and made it impossible to sell at a reasonable price. The steak 

fry was a success, so it all turned out good. Thanks to the people 

that helped out on our event. We had a great time volunteering 

to raise money for our veteran-sponsored programs. 

 We did have our nominations and elected Tom Olson to be the 

new SAL commander for 2022/2023. Tom has held many 

positions in the post and is a strong leader, which will continue 

to improve the SAL. Tom will be taking the reins in July. We will 

have a meeting May and June and then we will be off for 

months of July and August. I will still be involved in the SAL and 

want to thank everyone that supported me in my term as SAL 

commander. We could not have made it happen without the 

help of many fine people at the Osseo Legion. 

Marlin Brandau,  

SAL Commander Post 172 

James Hultgren and 

Ted LaFromboise 

during Second 

Annual Bataan 

Honorary March.  

Flag Ceremony May 29 

On May 29th at 5 p.m. we will have our Iraq/Afghanistan 99 

flag presentation at the post outside. All are invited to join us 

in honoring our fallen comrades from the great state of 

Minnesota that gave the ultimate sacrifice OIF/OEF. This 

presentation will be held outside of the Legion. A name will 

be called off and a flag will be walked inline to the county 

road 81 and place in the 

ground. All 99 flags will 

be flown for 24 hrs. A 

recovery ceremony will 

be held at sunset 

roughly 7:30 p.m. on 

May 30.  

By James Hultgren, 
Media and 
Communications  

Photo courtesy James Hultgren 
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A.L.R. Chapter 172 Chapter Director 

Joel Kiefer—Riders Director 

 
Happy spring to all!  

The month of April always seems to throw us some 
weather curveballs, but we have made the most of it.  
I hope you enjoyed your Easter holiday with friends or 
loved ones. Our omelet breakfast fundraisers have 

concluded until fall. As always, we thank each and every one of you who turned 
out to support us. Our riding season is finally under way.  
 
A couple of events we are looking forward to are blessing of the bikes and the 
Magnus Veteran's Foundation benefit ride on May 28. For those not familiar  
with this foundation, I encourage you to visit their web page at 
magnusveteransfoundation.org and consider attending this fundraiser. Also, the 
riders are proud to support Poppy Day 2022. The red poppy is a nationally 
recognized symbol of sacrifice worn by Americans since World War I to honor 
those who served and died for our country in all wars. It reminds Americans of the 
sacrifices made by our veterans while protecting our freedoms. Finally, if you or if 
you know anyone who wants to join the American Legion Riders, please feel free to 
contact me at knaj8684@yahoo.com, and I'll be happy to answer any questions 
you might have. 
 

By Joel Kiefer 

American Legion Riders Director 

Legion Officers 

Commander .................................. Larry Fonder 

1st Vice Commander............................ Al Lund 

2nd Vice Commander ............. James Hultgren  
Adjutant ............................. James Winegarden 

Finance Officer ..................... Marland Ronning 

Chaplain .................................................. OPEN 

Historian ............................................. Deb Cole 

Service Officer .................. Larry (Hop) Haapoja 

Judge Advocate .................. Harland  Anderson 

Sgt-at-Arms .................................. Henry Loewe 

Jr Past Commander ........................ Walter Cole 

Exec Board .............................................. OPEN 

Exec Board .................................. Bill Frederick 

Auxiliary Officers 

President .................................. Cathy Thornhill 

1st Vice President  ................... Diana Brandau 

2nd Vice President ................. Patricia McLean 

Treasurer ................................. Karrie Pastorek 

Secretary ................................... Sharon Wilken 

Chaplain ....................................... Barb Borugh 

Historian ................................... Cathy Thornhill 

Sgt-at-Arms ............................. Diana Flemming 

Parliamentarian.......................... Erma Redden  

Executive Committee Members ........................  

Chris Ronning, Erma Redden, Patricia Dissmeyer 

S.A.L Officers 

Commander ............................. Marlin Brandau 

1st Vice Commander...................... Jason Voss 

2nd Vice Commander .................. Chad Sheets 

Adjutant ........................................... Jeff Strand 

Chaplain ................................... Glenn Weakley 

Sgt-at-Arms .... Lenwood Lampert Jr. "Buzz"  

Historian ......................................... Dan Jayson 

Finance Officer ............................... Jason Voss 

Executive Committee ..............Ken Samuelson 
 

A.LR. Officers 

Director ............................................ Joel Kiefer 

Assistant Director .................. Kent Winkleman  

Membership Director ..................... Deb Rangel 

Treasurer ............ Lenwood “Buzz” Lambert Jr. 

Secretary ......................................... Kalli Kiefer 

Historian ......................................... Barb Borgh 

Chaplain .................................... Lisa Sundberg 

Sgt-at-Arms ................................... Chris Larson 

Ride Coordinator ..................... Marlin Brandau  
Webmaster ......................................... Pam Rue 

 

CLUB ROOM HOURS 

Mon-Fri 11:00 AM –Close 

Saturday 8 AM –Close 

Sunday 11 AM-10:00 PM  

KITCHEN HOURS 

Sunday/Monday 

11:00 AM-8:00 PM 

Tuesday-Friday 11:00 AM-9 PM 

Saturday 8:00 AM -9:00 PM 

763-425-4858 

ALR Director Joel Kiefer 
and ALR Secretary Kalli 
Kiefer dressed as  
Mr. and Mrs. Easter 
Bunny to pose with 
friends of all ages at the 
Auxiliary’s Children & 
Youth Steak Fry! 

Memorial Day Ceremony May 30 

This year we will have our Memorial Day Ceremonies on May 30. The first will be at 10 a.m. 

at the Osseo Boerboom Veterans Park located downtown Osseo at Central Avenue and 4th 

Street. The second one is at noon at the Maple Grove Veterans Memorial in Central Park.  

The 30th of May, 1868, was designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or 

otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the 

Civil War, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in 

the land. May 30 was chosen because 

flowers would be in bloom all over the 

country. By the end of the 19th Century, 

Memorial Day ceremonies were being 

held on May 30 throughout the nation. 

States passed proclamations, and the 

Army and Navy adopted rules for 

proper observance at their facilities. 

By James Hultgren, Media and 

Communications  

Photo courtesy James Hultgren 
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Post 172  

First Vice Commander & 

Gambling Manager 

Allen Lund 

 
 

Members of Post 172,  

Charitable gambling at our Legion is a very important part of 

being able to support the things that we believe in. Our focus 

is on veterans, community, and youth. As an example, we are 

doing our part to address food insecurity in our local area 

through donations to CROSS and CEAP. 

As you may have seen, we now offer electronic gambling at 

the bar using electronic tablets. The bar is where patrons who 

like to play that particular form have come to expect them to 

be. Across the state electronic gambling has become a major 

piece of the charitable gambling pie. 

A part of the proceeds from charitable gambling at our post 

can be used for paying property taxes, utilities, and upkeep of 

the building. No funds from charitable gambling can be used 

for anything that is bar, liquor, food, or restaurant related. 

This year we will be donating upwards of $300,000 to needs 

outside of our building. We are currently working on a plan 

that will provide recurring donations to the items that I 

mentioned earlier (veterans, community, and youth).   

Our post officers make recommendations to members as to 

where we make our donations, but it is membership that 

approves all donations. Those approvals are made at our 

monthly membership meetings on the second Thursday of 

each month at 7 p.m. in the post hall. Attend a meeting to 

have your voice heard regarding where we donate our 

proceeds from charitable gambling. As a member of our post, 

I have a sense of pride knowing that we are making a 

difference with our donations. 

Allen Lund 

Gambling Manager 

VET’S ART SHOW 

Above: The Osseo Maple Grove American Legion Post 172 

donated to the Maple Grove Arts Center to make it possible 

for veterans to participate in an art show which will kick off 

on Armed Forces Day, Thursday, May 19.  

Contact Lorrie Link at the center for details on how to apply 

LLink@maplegroveartscenter.org. 

(left) Auxiliary President, Cathy Thornhill at the season’s 

penultimate American Legion Riders omelet breakfast. (right) 

American Legion Riders, Kalli Kiefer and Jim Nesseth on 

Poppy Day 2021. 

Osseo Maple Grove Post 172 American Legion Sergeant at Arms 
supported the Wounded Warrior Project on April 3, 2022 at the 
Team Minnesota 11th Gala Event in Vadnais Heights  

Learn About Our  

Post 172’s History 
 

We thought you should see the 

original post bar area in the 

basement of the post, currently 

reconfigured and used for 

meetings, storage and utilities. 

Through your continued support of 

Post 172 it has grown to what it is 

today. Many thanks to the officers, 

managers, staff, and countless 

volunteers for making this happen. 
 

By Glenn Weakly, Housing Manager 

Photos Courtesy of Past 
Commander Larry “Hop” Haapoja 
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Marland Ronning Retirement Party May 15 

Post 172 is blessed to have its ranks filled with legendary individuals, heroes who epitomize what it 

means to be a Legionnaire. One of those people is Marland Ronning. He has been a member and 

leader in our post for 31 years and has represented us on the state and national stage with his wife 

Chris at his side. One example was in 2019 when they joined an American Legion delegation of 20 

Minnesotans to lobby at our nation’s capitol to advance several important veterans issues. There is a 

display case featuring Marland and Chris’s accomplishments on the wall to your right as you walk past 

the bar and toward the kitchen, just before the bathrooms. If you haven’t seen it yet, take the time 

when you’re at the post next. 

Marland Ronning turns 80 on May 15 and with that, he has also chosen to retire his position of Finance 

Officer for our post. Finance Officer is a complex and vital position in our post, and we appreciate the 

sacrifices he has made over the years to keep our post on solid financial footing. The post will be 

hosting a combination birthday / retirement party that day, which is a Sunday from 2-5 p.m. The buffet 

will be a taco bar and cake for dessert. All in The American Legion Post 172 family are welcome! Please 

come to wish him a happy birthday and best wishes on his retirement! 

Poppy Day is Friday, May 20 

We are looking for volunteers to help distribute Poppies 

around the community. We start in the morning, and this 

year we added shifts in the evening, for those who can’t 

make it during the day. Volunteer as little as one hour or 

up to all day. All funds raised go to veterans and Auxiliary 

veteran programs.  

All funds received through the poppy promotions are for 

the sole purpose of assisting the veterans and current 

military and his/her families. Poppy posters are now at  

the bar. This is a great way to honor a veteran and 

display around the bar. The poppies themselves are 

made by veterans.  

The Auxiliary steak fry is also on Friday May 20, 2022, 

and we are dedicating all funds to the poppy programs 

this year.  

The bright red poppy, the Auxiliary memorial flower, 

began in the years following World War I. Our returning 

soldiers brought home with them the memories of the 

poppies that grew on the battlefields of France and 

Flanders. It was not long before the poppy took on an 

incredibly special significance. It brought to light the 

needs of our disabled veterans and their families. Let us 

always remember the great sacrifices made so that 

America remains strong and free. 

If you want to volunteer, please contact Diana Brandau, 

Poppy chairman, Unit 172 at 612-709-5059 or  

mamaduck59@hotmail.com for more information.              

By Karrie Pastourek, Media and Communications  

Photo courtesy Karrie Pastourek. From left to right: Ruth Modrow, 

Sharon Wilken, Erma Redden  

IN FLANDERS FIELDS 
 

John McCrae 1872-1928 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place, and in the sky, 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the dead; short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe! 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields.  

mailto:mamaduck59@hotmail.com
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Our post hosted the 

Homeless Veterans 

Steak Fry March 11.  

Many volunteers 

pitched in to make 

the event a success, 

including the Heritage 

Girls and Boy Scouts 

Troop.  

Special thanks to  

Tom Olson for his 

organizing work. 

Homeless Veterans Steak Fry 
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Socks and underwear were donated to the VA’s CRRC program and Every Third Saturday (an organization that supports homeless 

veterans and coordinates resources for them) collected at the Homeless Veterans Steak Fry March 11.  

We are forming lasting relationships with our community! Kristy Janigo poses with community partners the post has supported in 

the past with charitable gambling donations, including Maria’s Voice (a nonprofit that works to educate the public about domestic 

abuse) and Magnus Veterans Foundation (a veterans comprehensive wellness organization in Dayton, MN) at the Homeless 

Veterans Steak Fry March 11. Bill and Lissa from Maria’s Voice also volunteered to serve at the steak fry. 

Past Commander Walter Cole 

was presented a lifetime 

membership card  

Past Commander Walter and Post 
Historian Deb Cole visited The 
American Legion Post 81 in Lake 
Havasu City, AZ, while on vacation. 
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Address Service Requested 

In crisis? Thoughts of suicide? 

VA Compensation, Healthcare, Burial Benefits 

vetservices@hennepin.us        

Phone: 612-348-3300 

Aging in Place, Caregiver Support, Medicare Questions  

Phone: 800-333-2433 
https://mn.gov/senior-linkage-line/ 

veterans@co.anoka.mn.us 

Food Insecurity? 

12915 Weinand Cir, Rogers, MN 

55374  (763) 425-1050   

https://crossservices.org/  

Phone: 800-333-HOPE – Free & Confidential 

Referrals        https://getgamblinghelp.com/ 

Community Emergency  

Assistance Programs 

7051 Brooklyn Blvd,  

Brooklyn Center, MN 55429 

(763) 566-9600     https://ceap.org/ 

Gambling Problem?   

mailto:vetservices@hennepin.us

